
jt) United States FXtent and Trademark Offtcif 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
www.usptO.gov 



| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE J 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/747,245 12/21/2000 


Scott Lee Christopherson 


ROC9-2000-0198-US1 


9502 


7590 05/02/2002 

Scott A. Stinebruner 









Wood, Herron & Evans, L.L.P. 
2700 Carew Tower 
441 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 



EXAMINER 



DINH, TUAN T 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2827 

DATE MAILED: 05/02/2002 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/747,245 



Examiner 

Tuan T Dinh 



Applicant(s) 

CHRISTOPHERSON ET AL 



Art Unit 

2827 



— . ^ ^ i uai i i uinn 2827 

Period for topi?' 05 ™^^^ 

T A H irK 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b) communicatron, even if timely filed, may reduce a ny 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 March 2009 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance exrpnt fnr fnrm^i 
Dlsposlllo^,^ 

4) E3 Claim(s) £^3 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The final rejection mailed on April 1 0, 2002 now is withdrawn. 

Drawings 

1 • The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "gripping device, 
claims 4-6, line 1" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Sr^?^ £ivr2- and ^ e m r er and process «™»* -n. 

is most nearly connected, to'make and «e to^S shall sot foXh^^^ T '° Whfch " Pertains ' 0r with which '* 
carrying out his invention. ' forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The specification is 
silent regarding "a gripping device, line 1". 

Where is a structure which being shown a "gripping device" in any of figures of 
drawing? 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

iftW S P tffle n !fZ y H^L be 0bt t n f * h0U9 u h * he inVenti ° n iS " 0t identica "y dlsclosed ° r desc ribed as set forth in section 102 

5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Annis et al. (U. S. Patent 5,436,803) in view of Piatt et al. (U. S. Patent 5,042,426). 

As to claims 1 , 7, Annis discloses a device for protecting components within an 
electronic system (12, column 5, line 37) from radiated electromagnetic energy (column 

6. lines 21-24) during concurrent maintenance as shown in figures 1-5, the device 
comprising: 

a sheet (1 0, column 5, lines 37-38) of electromagnetic shielding material sized to 
overlay a portion of the electronic system (12); 

an opening (neck 20-figure 1 having an opening) which is a slit formed in the 
sheet and sized for accessing the components within the electronic system (12); and 

a grounding member (18, column 5, lines 50-51) electrically coupled to the sheet 
and adapted to be coupled to a ground. 

Annis does not teach said grounding member including a wire terminated with a 
clip for coupling said grounding member to ground. 
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Piatt shows a grounding member (14, column 2, lines 16-17) having a wire (24, 
column 2, line 29) including a clip (26, column 2, line 31) for coupling the grounding 
member (14) to ground (GO). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use a grounding member including a wire terminated with a clip 
for coupling a grounding member to ground as taught by Piatt to employ the device of 
Annis in order to prevent an ESD and protect the device to be grounded when 
cooperated to another source. 

As to claim 2, Annis discloses a device as shown in figure 1 wherein the sheet 
comprises a transparent material. 

As to claim 3, Annis discloses a device as shown in figures 1-5 wherein the sheet 
comprises a flexible shielding material of a metallized polymer (column 6, lines 6-12). 

As best understood to claims 4-6, Annis discloses a device wherein said 
grounding member (1 8) attached to said sheet (1 0) and electrically coupled to said 
sheet and configured to electrically couple to the electronic system. 

As to claim 8, Annis discloses a device wherein as shown in figure 4 the opening 
is a closableflap (26, column 7, lines 15-34). 

Regarding claims 9-13, the method steps are necessitated by the device 
structure as it is disclosed by Annis and Piatt. 
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Response to Arguments 



6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 3 have been considered but 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mollet et al., Golike et al., Heldwein, and Leyland disclose related 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan T Dinh whose telephone number is 703-306-5856. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor David L. Talbott can be reached on 703-305-9883. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3431 
for regular communications and 703-305-3431 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 
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